
Business leaders from the European maritime technology industry
call for urgent EU industrial maritime strategy to reinforce Europe’s

industrial base and technological leadership in the maritime
domain.
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On July 19th, 34 prominent business leaders from the European maritime technology industry
(shipyards and maritime equipment manufacturers) submitted a letter to Ursula von der
Leyen, urging the incoming European Commission to issue “a new European Maritime
Industrial Strategy to properly support the sector”. The leaders stressed that "urgent policy
action is imperative to safeguard Europe's strategic autonomy and reinforce its industrial
capacity and technological leadership in the maritime domain".  
 
 “I am very pleased to note that the European Commission has echoed our call last week in
the mission letter of Commissioner-designate Tzitzikostas, by announcing the development of
'a new industrial maritime strategy to enhance the competitiveness, sustainability and
resilience of Europe’s maritime manufacturing sector', said Christophe Tytgat, SEA Europe’s
Secretary General. “This initiative will be part of the mandate for the Commissioner-designate
for Sustainable Transport and Tourism and follows on from similar calls made by several EU
Institutions over the past two years”, Christophe Tytgat concluded.  
 
 Accompanying their letter, the business leaders included SEA Europe’s Manifesto, outlining
their “strategic plan to consolidate Europe’s global leadership in complex shipbuilding and
maritime equipment manufacturing by 2035, whilst – at the same time – regaining strategic or
emerging shipbuilding and ship repair segments for the European Blue Economy”. 

Press release

Background Note: 

SEA Europe represents close to 100% of the European shipbuilding industry in 16 nations, encompassing the production, maintenance, repair,
and conversion of all types of ships and floating structures, commercial as well as naval, including the full supply chain with the various producers
of maritime systems, equipment material, and services. As an NGO observer at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), CESA represents
the shipbuilding industry and its supply chain from EU Member States, Norway, and Turkey. 

For further information please visit www.seaeurope.eu or contact: Christophe Tytgat, Secretary General ct@seaeurope.eu 
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